
CARL T.C. GUTIERREZ 
GOVERNOR OF GUAM 

.. .~ - .. - . 

41 t(1m I a 0, ;;i_ C.F T;E L:clC.!liiI':'E SECRETbRY 

The Honorable Joanne M. S. Brown 
i 
I 

AC~>;?~~'+;\-E:~~YE~ST li'(.cI?T 

Legislative Secretary I 
j R~ceiv~~CI t).y 

I Mina'Bente Singko na Wlaturan GuiihiUl I 
Twenty-Fifth Guam Legislature I Tine 8:  
Suite 200 
130 Aspinal Street gate / 7- /o. t@ j 
Haghtfla, Guam 969 10 

Dear Legdative Secretary Brown: 

Enclosed please hd Bill No. 423 (LS), "AN ACT TO ADD A NEW $61 19 TO CHAFTER 6 OF 
TITLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY 
AND SCHOOL YEAR FOR KINDERGARTEN, which was signed into law Public Law No. 
25-154. 

This legislation establishes the length of a school day and a school year for kindergarten. The 
school day will be as long as the day already established for the lower primary grades in the same 
school that a kindergarten class is located, and the school year will be as long as the year already 
established for the lower primary grades in the same school that a kindergarten class is located. 

This legislation follows on the heels of Bill No. 422, which changes the language of the age 
required for compulsory attendance at school to make it clear that kindergarten is mandatory. 

Very truly yours, 

L 
Carl T. C. Gutierrez 
I Maga'Lahen G u m  
Governor of Guam 

Attachment: copy attached for signed bill or overridden bill 
original attached for vetoed bill 

cc: The Honorable Antonio R. Unpingco 
speaker 

Ricardo]. Bordallo Governor's Complex Post Office Box 2950, Agana, Guam 96932 . (671)472-8931 . Fax (671)477-GUAM 



MINA'BENTE STNGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
2000 (SECOND) Regular Session 

CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE OF AN ACT TO I MAGA'LAHEN GLlAHAN 

This is to certify that Bill No. 423 (LS) "AN ACT TO ADD A NEW $6119 TO CHAPTER 6 OF 
TlTLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND 
SCHOOL YEAR FOR  KINDERGARTEN,^ was on the 2Yd day of June 2000, duly and regularly 
passed. 

R. UNPINGCO 

Senator and Legislative Secretary 

This Act was received by I Maga'lahen Guahan this d 9 % d a y  of c /i9 Z m 0 ,  

at 8: M olclock &.M. 

1- 

Assistant Staff Officer 
Maga'lahi's Office 

APPROVED: 

v 
CARL T. C. GUTIERREZ 

I Maga'lahen Guahan 

Date: 7 - h ~  OC, 

Public Law No. 2 51 /Kg 



MINA' BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
2000 (SECOND) Regular Session 

Bill No. 423 (LS) 
As amended. 

Introduced by: L.F. Kasperbauer 
J. M.S. Brown 
F. B. Aguon, Tr. 
E. C. Bermudes 
A. C. Blaz 
E. B. Calvo 
M. G. Camacho 
Mark Forbes 
A. C. Larnorena, V 
C. A. Leon Guerrero 
K. S. Moylan 
V. C. Pangelinan 
J. C. Salas 
S. A. Sanchez, I1 
A. R. Unpingco 

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW 56119 TO CHAPTER 6 OF 
TITLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE 
TO LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND SCHOOL 
YEAR FOR KINDERGARTEN. 



BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM: 

Section 1. A new Section 6119 is hereby added to Title 17 of the Guam 

Code Annotated to read: 

"§6119. Kindergarten Day and Year. The length of a school day for 

the kindergarten grade of a school shall be the same length of time as the 

school day for the elementary grades (first through fifth grades) of such 

school. 

The length of a school year for the kindergarten grade of a school shall 

be the same length of time (instructional days/hours) as the school year for 

the elementary grades (first through fifth grades) of such school." 



MINA' BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
TWENTY-FIFTH GUAM LEGISLATURE 

155 Haler Street, HagatBa, Guam 96910 

June 28,2000 

The Honorable Carl T.C. Gutierrez 
I Maga'lahen Gudhan 
Ufisinan I Maga'lahi 
Hagitea, Guam 96910 

Dear Maga'lahi Gutierrez: 

Transmitted herewith are Substitute Bill Nos. 165(COR), 354(LS), 
422(LS), 427(COR), Q8(COR) & 439(COR) and Bill Nos. 402(COR), 
419(LS) & Q3(LS) which were passed by I Mina'Bente Singko Na 
Liheslatt~ran Guihan on June 23,2000. 

Sincerely, \ 

Senator and Legislative Secretary 

Enclosure 

Director 172-3409 Far: 472-3510. Chief Fiscal Omccr 472-3491 Personnel 472-;510 Protocol 47Z-j.199. ~ r r h i " ~ ~  472-3443 Clerk alLcgislnlurc 472-346-1 



MINA'BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
2000 (SECOND) Regular Session 

CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE OF AN ACT TO I MAGA'LAHEN GUAHAN 

This is to certify that Bill No. 423 (LS) "AN ACT TO ADD A NEW $61 19 TO CHAPTER 6 OF 
TlTLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND 
SCHOOL YEAR FOR KINDERGARTEN," was on the 231d day of June 2000, duly and regularly 
passed. 

senator and Legislative Secretary 

Guahan this day of & &  ,2000. 

at 

> - 
Assistant Staff Officer 

Maga'lahi's Office 
APPROVED: 

CARL T. C. GUTIERREZ 
I Maga'lahen Guahan 

Date: 

! 
! Public Law No. 



MINA* BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
2000 (SECOND) Regular Session 

Bill No. 423 (LS) 
As amended. 

Introduced by: L.F. Kasperbauer 
J. M.S. Brown 
F. B. Amon, Tr. 
E. C. Bermudes 
A. C. Blaz 
E. B. Calvo 
M. G. Camacho 
Mark Forbes 
A. C. Lamorena, V 
C. A. Leon Guerrero 
K. S. Moylan 
V. C. Pangelinan 
J. C. Salas 
S. A. Sanchez, I1 
A. R. Unpingco 

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW 56119 TO CHAPTER 6 OF 
TITLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE 
TO LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND SCHOOL 
YEAR FOR KINDERGARTEN. 



BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM: 

Section 1. A new Section 6119 is hereby added to Title 17 of the Guam 

Code Annotated to read: 

"56119. Kindergarten Day and Year. The length of a school day for 

the kindergarten grade of a school shall be the same length of time as the 

school day for the elementary grades (first through fifth grades) of such 

school. 

The length of a school year for the kindergarten grade of a school shall 

be the same length of time (instructional days/hours) as the school year for 

the elementary grades (first through fifth grades) of such schorol." 



rx TRANSMISSION CHECKLIST TO I MAGA'LAHEN GUAHAN 
(Included in File w/ All Bills Transmitted) 

BILL NO. 4/2 36 9 

EXHIBITS ATTACHED \i 
' CONFIRM NUMBER OF PAGES 7 

C m O N  ON CERTIFICATION MATCHES BILL CAPTION 

ENGROSSED SIGN*" REMOVED FROM BILL - 

15 SENATORS IN SPONSORSHIP OR CONFIRM OTHERWISE 

O/ CERTIFICATION SIGNED BY SPEAKER & LEGIS. SECRETARY 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION, if any , , 

i j 
ConfirmedBy: i 

FINAL REVIEW: 

Dated: 

Dated: 

HAND CARRY BILL IN BLUEBACK (ORIGINAL & COPY) 

TO THE GOVERNOR. (DANNY, ROBERT OR OTHERS ) 

ACKNOWLEGED COPY W/ ORIGINAL BLUEBACK 

PLACED ON CLERK'S DESK. (Same copy given to Susan) 

FILED by: Danny, Robert or others 



MTNA'BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATLJRAN GUAHAN 
2000 (SECOND) Regular Session 

CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE OF AN ACT TO I MAGA'LAHEN GUAHAN 

This is to certify that Bill No. 423 (LS) "AN ACT TO ADD A NEW $61 19 TO CHAPTER 6 OF 
TlTLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND 
SCHOOL YEAR FOR KINDERGARTEN; was on the 23rd day of June 2000, duly and regularly 
passed. 

ANTONIO R. UNPINGCO 
Speaker 

Attested: 

JOANNE M.S. BROWN 
Senator and Legislative Secretary 

This Act was received by IMaga'lahen Guahan this day of ,2000, 

at o'clock - .M. 

APPROVED: 

CARL T. C. GUTIERREZ 
I Maga'lahen Guahan 

Date: 

Public Law No. 



MINA' BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
TWENTY-FIFTH GUAM LEGISLATURE 

ISS Hesler Skeet, Hag&% Guam 969 10 

June 28,2000 

The Honorable Carl T.C. Gutierrez 
I Maga'lahen Gudhan 
Ufisinan 1 Maga'lahi 
Hagdtlia, Guam 96910 

Dear Maga'lahi Gutierrez: 

Transmitted herewith are Substitute Bill Nos. 165(COR), 354(LS), 
422(LS), 427(COR), 428(COR) & 439(COR) and Bill Nos. 402(COR), 
419(LS) & 423(LS) which were passed by I Mina'Bente Singko Na 
Likeslattiran Guihan on June 23,2000. 

Sincerely, \ 

Senator and Legislative Secretary 

Enclosure 

Director 472-3409 Far: 472-35 10. Chief Fiscal Ollicer 472-3491 Penonnel472-3520. Protocol 472.3199 Archives 472-3443 .Clerk of Legislature 472-3363 



I MlNA' BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
2000 (SECOND) Regular Session 

Date: 6 b dD 
VOTING SHEET 

/J 
Bill No. 423 (25 ) 

/ 
Resolution No. 

Question: 

TOTAL 

CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT: 

* 
3 Passes = No vote 

Clerk of the Legislature EA = Excused Absence 



MINA' BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN G U ~  
TWENTY-FIFTH GUAM LEGISLATURE 

155 Hesler Street HagAtiia, Guam 96910 

June 13, 2000 
( DATE ) 

Memorandum 

TO: Senator Lawrence F. Kasperbauer 

From: Clerk of the Legislature 

Subject: Report on Bill No. 423(r.s! 

Pursuant to 57.04 of Rule VII of the 25" Standing Rules, transmitted 
herewith is a copy of the Committee Report on Bill No. 423(LS) 

for which you are the prime sponsor. 

Should you have any questions or need further information, please 
call the undersigned at 472-3464/5. 

Attachment 

Executive Direstor 472-3409 Fax: 472-3510 Chief fiscal Officer472-3491 Pmomei 472-3520. Rotocol 472-3499 Archives 472-3443. Clerk of Legislature 472-3464 



I MI'VA' B E SINGKO N A  LIHESI,,YIURAN G U ~ H A N  
'I' \YENTY-FIFTH GCA'Il I.EGISI..\TIIRE 

Senator Lawrence F. Kasperbauer, Ph.D. 
Vice Speaker .  Chairman, Committee on Education 

215-AChalan Santo P a m  Sulte 1ObF Telephone (671) 475-KIDS 
~ d a . 5  proferrionat h ~ o m k e r c i a ~  center Fax (671) 475-2000 

HagBtna, Guam 96910 e-mail: lk4kidreite.net 
webpg: www.Ik4kidr.com 

June 8,2000 

The Honorable Antonio R Unpincco 
A - 

Speaker 
I Mina Bente Singko Na Lieslaturan Guahan " 
Hagama, Guam 

Via: Cornmitttee on Rules 

The Committee on Education, to which was referred Bill NO. 423 CLS) -AN ACT TO 
ADD A NEW $6119 TO CHAMER 6 OF TITLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED 
RELATIVE TO LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND SCHOOL YEAR FOR 
KINDERGARTEN herein reports back with the recommendation TO DO PASS. 

Votes are as follows: 

,& TO Pass 

Not to Pass 

- To the Inactive Fie 

- Abstained 

Sincerelv. 

Attachments 

Education is the Way! 



CQMMI'ITEE ON EDUCATION 
I Mina' Bente Sigko Na Lieslaturan G u k n  

155 Hesler Street . Hagicria, Guam 96910 

Chairman: Vice Speaker Lawrence F. Kasperbauer Vice-Chairperson: Senator Joanne M.S. Brown 
Ex-Officio Member: Speaker Antonio R Unpiigco 

VOnNG SHEET ON: 

Bill No. 423 CLS) -AN ACT TO ADD A NEW $6119 TO CHAPTER 6 OF TITLE 17, GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND SCHOOL YEAR FOR 
KINDERGARTEN. 

COMMITIEE MEMBERS TO PASS 

Vice Speaker Lawrence F. Kasperbauer %. , 

Sen. Joanne M.S. Brown 
Vim-- 

Speaker Antonio R Unpingco 
E x - O $ b  

Sen. Frank Blas Aguon, Jr. 
M& 

Sen. Eulogio C. Bermudes 
M& 

Sen. Anthony C. Blaz 
M& 

Sen. Edward B. Calvo 
M& 

Sen. Mark Forbes 
M& 

Sen. Kaleo Scott Moylan 
M& 

Sen. Simon A. Sanchez, II 
M& 

NOT 
TO PASS ABSTAIN 

TO PLACE IN 
INACTIVE FILE 



MAY 1 1  W 
MINA' BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN G U U  

2000 (SECOND) ReguIar Session 

Bill No. %3,4 
, , 

, . 

Introduced by: 

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW $6119 TO CHAPTER 6 OF 
TITLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO 
LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND SCHOOL YEAR 
FOR KINDERGARTEN. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM: 

Section 1. A new Section 61 19 is hereby added to Title 17 of the Guam 

Code Annotated read: 

$6119. Kindergarten Day and Year. The length of a school day for the 

kindergarten grade of a school shall be the same length of time as the school day for 

the elementary grades (first through fifth grades) of such school. 

The length of a school year for the kindergarten grade of a school shall be the 

same length of time (instructional dayshorn) as the school year for the elementary 

grades (first through fifth grades) of such school. 



MINA' BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
Committee on Education 

Vice Speaker Lawrence F. Kasperbauer, Chairperson 

Committee Report On 

Bill No. 423 (LS): AN ACT TO ADD A NEW $61 19 TO CHAPTER 6 
OF TITLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO 
LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND SCHOOL YEAR FOR 
KINDERGARTEN. 

I. OVERVIEW 

The Committee on Education held a public hearing on Thursday, June 1, 
2000 at 9:00 a.m. at I Liheslaturan Public Hearing Room. 

Committee Members Present: 
Vice Speaker Lawrence F. Kasperbauer, Chairperson 
Senator Joanne M.S. Brown, Vice Chairperson 
Senator Frank BIas Aguon, Jr. 

Other Senators Present: 
Senator Vicente C. Pangelinan 

Providing Testimony on the Bill: 

Dr, James Craig, Dean, College of Education, UOG 
Dr. Aline Yamashita, Private Citizen 
Mr. Luis Martinez, Private Citizen 
Mr. Horice Herlihy, Chairperson, Guam Head Start Policy Council 

11. Testimony 

Dr, James Craig testified in favor of the bill stating that many years of effort had 
been directed in bringing full-day kindergarten to Guam's public schools. He stressed the 
importance of early-childhood education and its importance in children's future 
education. 

Dr. Aline Yamashita testified in favor of the bill stressing the importance of 
enacting laws that protect the right of children to attend kindergarten. Dr. Yamashita 
cited studies that correlated completion of a successful kindergarten program to better 
readiness for first grade. Dr. Yamashita noted that the bill "speaks loudly in support of 
the young child". 



Mr. Luis Martinez testified in favor of the bill by reaffirming Dr. Yamashita's 
position. He noted that as a former Department of Education official, he was involved in 
the development of the full-day landergarten program. He noted such direction towards 
the full-day was prompted by a consensus among educators both locally and nationally 
that full-day kindergarten has direct positive benefits on all children's future ability to 
learn. 

Mr. Herlihy. The committee notes that Mr. Herlihy did not expressly testify on 
the Bill. He did however, provide the Committee with a copy of a letter addressed to the 
Governor urging him to reconsider the proposed reduced kindergarten school day and 
asked that it be considered by the Committee as testimony in favor of the Bill. 

111. Findings and Recommendation 

The Committee on Education finds that there is vast community support for 
protecting the full-day kindergarten program in Guam's public schools. The Committee 
recognizes this support and maintains its belief that Public Education is a basic human 
right and that such right begins with full day Kindergarten. 

It is the recommendation of the Committee on Education that Bill No. 423 (LS) 
be reported out with the recommendation TO DO PASS. 



UNIVERSITY OF GUAM 
UNIBETSEDAT GUAHAN 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
303 University Drive, UOG Station, Mamao, Guam 96923 

Tel: (671) 735-2440 Fax: (671) 734-3651 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Senator L. F. Kasperbauer 
Chair, Committee on Education 

FROM: Dean James Craig 

SUBJECT: Testimony on Bill #423 (LS) 

DATE: June 1,2000 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in support of Bill #423. I was 
greatly saddened to hear that the Department of Education was proposing to reduce 
their Kindergarten program to half days. So many people worked so hard for so long 
to bring about the full-day Kindergarten that it was a shame to see that effort being 
rolled back. In the political rhetoric of the day, I have often heard references to the 
community of Guam as a family. While I realize that the Government faces great 
financial difficulties, I do not believe that a family facing a crisis takes effective action by 
starving its cluldren first. All-day Kindergarten is vital to our young people and I 
commend this Committee for recognizing this fact and acting to protect the education 
of our youth. Surely within the Government of Guam there are less azlaal things that 
could be scaled back rather than the education of our children. 



Council Officers 
Chairperson 

Hmm~ 'Horr'Hprl* 

GHSPC 
GUAM HEAD START POLICY COUNCIL 

P.O. Box DE, Hagatna, Guam 96932 
Tel: (671) 475-0484 
Fax: (671) 477-1535 

Head Start 

Vice Cbaiqnron  
M k h l  N R v s  

Secretary 
A*@ Q Ta* 

Treasurer 
Lob C Dmm 

May 3 1,2000 

Honorable Carl T.C. Guitierrez 
Governor of Guam 
Ricardo J. Bordallo Complex 
Adelup, Guam 

Dear Governor Gutierrez: 

We, the members of the Guam Head Start Policy Council, implore you to rethink your 
position to reduce the kindergarten sessions from full day to half day. 

As you well know, a child's earliest years are the most important in ensuring educational 
welfare. In meeting our children's educational needs, it is an insurance of a successful 
community life, which can only benefit the entire island. Cutting kindergarten sessions 
from full day to half-day has a ripple effect for many families whose children are waiting 
for the new academic year to begin their kindergarten sessions. The first and most 
important is the deprivation of full educational benefits to a child whose most crucial 
learning years are only just beginning. Full-time kindergarten has proven only to be 
beneficial to a child's educational journey. You, yourself, repeatedly articulate the 
importance of all of us uniting to ensure all of our children the best education. We don't 
want to think that you have changed your mind about your passion in making sure that 
each and every child on this island is entitled to and assured the best education possible. 

Many of our parents both have to work just to make ends meet, while some are single 
working parents who are striving either to stay off welfare or to supplement whatever 
public assistance they might be receiving. Still, there are other parents who are students 
at University of Guam or Guam Community College struggling to have a better quality of 
life for themselves and their families. Who better to understand the economic crunch that 
the Government of Guam is experiencing? 

However, we also understand that our children's education cannot take a backseat until 
times are better. If solutions can be conceived and hatched and nurtured to expand the 
airport to the tune of $300 million in bonds, and the Guam Power Authority can also be 
infused with new life, we must take care that education is treated with equal if not greater 



COMMl'TTEE ON EDUCATION 
Mina' Bente Singko na Liheslaturan Guihan 

Bill No. 423 (LS) - AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SECTION $6119 TO CHAlTER 6 OF TITLE 17, GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND SCHOOL YEAR FOR KINDERGARTEN. 

Thursday, June 1,2000 
I L h h a  Public Hearing Room 

WITNESS SIGN-IN SHEET 

I Agency or Interest Group Of applicable) Telephone No. Testimony I Comment . - . -  --. I 

Addms: I I Oral I Written I For I Again 
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Comment 
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Against 

For Written 
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written 



: MAY 11 a0m ,; 
MINA' BENTE SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 

, '. :*:.. , 2000 (SECOND) Regular Session G&.&.:...~ . 

Bill No. 92365) 

Introduced by: 

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW $6119 TO CHAPTER 6 OF 
TITLE 17, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO 
LENGTH OF A SCHOOL DAY AND SCHOOL YEAR 
FOR KINDERGARTEN. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM: 

Section 1. A new Section 61 19 is hereby added to Title 17 of the Guam 

Code Annotated read: 

$6119. Kindergarten Day and Year. The length of a school day for the 

kindergarten grade of a school shall be the same length of time as the school day for 

the elementary grades (first through fifth grades) of such school. 

The length of a school year for the kindergarten grade of a school shall be the 

same length of time (instructional dayslhours) as the school year for the elementary 

grades (first through fifth grades) of such school. 


